
 

California Department 
of Veterans Affairs

 

Veterans News 
 

Contact:  J.P. Tremblay 
Jerry Jones 

Jaime Arteaga 
Legislation and Public Affairs 

916-653-2192 
Fax 916-653-2611 

November 15, 2006 
 
 
NEWS FROM THE CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 
 
November 14, 2006 
 

GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER ISSUES STATEMENT ON DEATH OF 
PLACENTIA SOLDIER 

 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today released the following statement regarding the death of Pvt. Michael 
P. Bridges of Placentia, CA: 
 
"Pvt. Bridge's sacrifice is an example of the bravery and determination that makes our armed forces strong. 
Maria and I will keep Michael's family in our thoughts and prayers.  We join with all Californians in expressing 
our deepest condolences to this fallen soldier's loved ones." 
 
Bridges, 23, died Nov. 2 as a result of non-combat related incident in Taji, Iraq.  He was assigned to the 1st 
Battalion, 66th Armor Regiment, 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, TX. 
 
In honor of Pvt. Bridges, Capitol flags will be flown at half-staff.  
 

#### 
 
 
November 15, 2006 
 
GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER ISSUES STATEMENT ON DEATH OF SAN 

DIEGO SOLDIER 
 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today released the following statement regarding the death of Staff Sgt. 
Richwell A. Doria of San Diego, CA: 
 
"Maria and I have the strongest admiration for the men and women of our armed forces as they put their lives 
on the line to defend democracy and freedom.  Staff Sgt. Doria's loss is a painful reminder of the important 
work our soldiers do at home and abroad.  Our hearts go out to Richwell's family as they suffer the 
extraordinary loss of their loved one." 
 
Doria, 25, died Nov. 7 as a result of injuries sustained from small arms fire during an air assault mission in 

 



Kirkuk, Iraq.  He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Regiment, 
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. 
 
In honor of Staff Sgt. Doria, Capitol flags will be flown at half-staff. 
 

### 
 
 
November 15, 2006 
 

GOVERNOR SCHWARZENEGGER ISSUES STATEMENT ON DEATH OF 
MODESTO SOLDIER 

 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today released the following statement regarding the death of Staff Sgt. 
Joseph A. Gage of Modesto, CA: 
 
"Serving in the armed forces is a noble calling with grave risks.  Staff Sgt. Gage courageously assumed those 
risks and gave the ultimate sacrifice for his country.  Maria and I wish to send our sympathies to Joseph's 
family, friends and fellow soldiers as they mourn his loss." 
 
Gage, 28, died Nov. 2 as a result of injuries sustained when an improvised explosive device detonated near 
his vehicle in Baghdad, Iraq.  He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, KY. 
 
In honor of Staff Sgt. Gage, Capitol flags will be flown at half-staff. 
 

### 
 
Note to editors: This News for Veterans and previous CDVA news for veterans, news releases, and advisories are available on 

our website at www.cdva.ca.gov and via e-mail from jaime.arteaga@cdva.ca.gov. 
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